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STAT 





^By-WiDiam Safire, 


• start my buildup. We have to double ' 
our production of backfire bombers; I 
promised 30 a year, but the Americans, 
will not know for three years if we 
produce 60 a year. And I will have to 
start training our crews now for air- to- .. 

* air refueling. And if we are to Mirv our 
SS-18’s so they can carry 30 warheads 
instead of the agreed-upon 10, we must 

, start now producing the plutonium and’ 

. ■. building the guidance systems. , . > . j, 

// That’s what Ustinov wants, but 1/ 
cannot afford it. The grain harvest J 
was terrible; Afghanistan has been 5] 
-" costing too much; the strikes in Po/- 
land* are giving some Russians the 4 
;> i,wrong ideas. I do not need an arms 
X. -race, I need more food and consumer: 

, goods. An arms race would be terrible, 

’ " because the Americans have the in-' 
dustrial capacity to win it. It’s vital*! 
"'that they’ do not learn that we realize" 
that; I need SALT II more than I can 
s • let them know. ;r?T ’ i v rii 7 
0 , ‘-j Could it be that the Reagan advisers* 
v- are shrewder than either Arbatov or * 
^Dobrynin think? Could they have sent "J 
//Percy over here to lead me to. think, 
that new negotiations are possible/ 
right away, so that I will put off my 
February decisions? Could they be 
raising my hopes, so that I will be >1 
" obliged to do America’s bidding in Ar--| 

. ghanistan, in the Persian Gulf, in Po*.- 
\ land? 

No, Reagan is not that smart. Look 
at the way Helmut Schmidt made • a 
. fool of him last week, enticing him into 
discussions in Washington so he could 

* tell -the Germans he had the nevr-J 

American President in his pockets 
Well, Reagan’s young. » jr;L 

, I know what I must do: publicly in-/ 
terpret the-Percy visit as a genuine ‘ 
Reagan opening to detente. That wftl ; 
create a momentum in the U.S. for re- j 
opening negotiations quickly that Rea- j 
gan will not be able to resist without * 
appearing to be a warmonger. The 

* Senate, the newspapers, the beaten -j 
Democrats and Chancellor Schmidt; 
will all force him to be 4 * reasonable,'* 1 
and accept my offer of cosmetic 
changes. In that way, I can take away > 
his leverage immediately. - : > 

ing; bow forceful I. was with Percy y ; . : if Reagan waits, I would have tcM 
about SALT and showing what a pus- , y make negotiations more attractive fop - s 
sycat be was. I like Watson’s report. him. J ewish emigration is down to 700 * 

-My problem is this : I must know be- ; a month now — I could ease up on that. * 
fore February/if Percy represents On the other hand, if Reagan is cap7’ 
Reagan's view,;and if the .Americans S tored by the new momentum -of/ 


I'm hoarse from shouting at Senator./, 
Percy. ; Cleyer^of the Americans to 
send a man known to be hard of hear- f 
ing/and who makes a point of his tri- 
umph' over- a- physical handicap. I - 
never knew for certain whether or not 
he had his hearing aid plugged iri>: ; 4 

Beet is Percy plugged in with Rea- . 
gan, who is also slightly deaf? Arbatov// 
says no. Saysthat Percyis one of the / ’ 
last of the liberal Republicans, a van- 
ishing breed, considered a softie by the 

Reagan men* Not a real emissary 

the only briefing he was given was to 
be handed a couple of old speeches and . 
a copy of the Republican platform. 
Percy speaks for himself, says Arba- 
tov, not for Reagan. 

On the other hand, Dobrynin in 
Washington — who saw Richard Allen, 
the security adviser with the Ameri- 
can accent - — sends word that Percy, 
could; be significant Reagan may 
want to show be is not such a Cold War 
throwback; and maybe using Percy as 
a signal before he takes power. I won- ' 
der which theory is correct? \ ' 

The Americans are most confusing 
in their times of transition. Here I 
have the transcripts of Percy’s press 
briefings in Moscow, telling people 
back home how tough he was inform- 
ing us that SALT II is dead and how he 
warned us to stay out of Poland. But 
here are the intercepted cables from 
the ILS - Ambassador Watson to his su- 
periors at State in Washington, report- 


will be willing to negotiate SALT two- 
and-a-half right away. In February,* 
the Communist Party Congress meets 
here in Moscow to lay out the five-year 
plan. Decisions must be made. . 

If the Percy assurances are really 
* based on Reagan’s policy, then we can 

give . the;; Americans some cosmetic 
charges In SALT II — make the new 
"Administration appear to have gotten yj 
• concessions that Carter failed to get— / : 

. and'ratify pur deal. I must have that . ^ 

SALT? agreement;, it guarantees th* : £7Z c c br ding to MostEes’ laTest zdpiski ]*.. 
superiority the Soviet Uition needs to^ •. /the i>ecreiary of biate Will A1 Haig,/ 
offset our encirclement. ^ * ; v w WDei^nse Secretary “will beCasp^r q 

//But it the Percy talk of willingness ^einberge’r.’IheBirectbr ot Central In- 
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' _ detente, I could then insist on an end to* f 
America’s grain embargo. A great/ 
^deal * depends on who appears more 
eager to begin negotiations. ^ 

. - The riposte that worries me most ii,j 
la proposal by Reagan for actual arnisy 
/ reductions — not just limitations — * 
such as Carter suggested in March of l) 
1977. Carter retreated when I became r 
“furious at that; Reagan maynot. ' 

5 Maybe it’s time to bring Anatoly Dow * 
brymh back to tne ioreign ministry!-; 



